KLC SCRIPTURE AND HERMENEUTICS SEMINAR
CB and Committee, 10 Dec 2020 at 9pm UK time. 
1. Our identity
a. Why did SAHS begin in the first place? Historical perspective – c. 1960 Gadamer publishes Truth and Method; roots in phenomenology and Heidegger. 70s and 80s reaches into theology and biblical studies. 
b. Why does it continue to exist?
c. Does the same situation exist still, or have things changed to an extent that SAHS needs to change?
d. Does the presence of other related groups (Scripture and...) mean that SAHS now occupies a different role? Differentiation calls for re-examination of SAHS’s identity. 
2. Rationale
a. Scripture is God’s Word – telos of interpretation with all the academic rigour involved in academic biblical interpretation is to hear God’s address today for all of life 
b. How do we listen so that we are most likely to hear God’s address? Role of the Spirit of truth, prayer, and perspiration 
c. Philosophical hermeneutics: fusion of horizons (Gadamer) – e.g. of an artwork – can it help us? The limits of sola methodione 
d. Text and reader are embedded in history: need for a Christian hermeneutics (anthropology, language, history, understanding, etc.) 
e. Hearing God’s address will relate to how then shall we live? Ethical orientation 
f. How our context has developed and Relationship to other Seminars
SAHS specialises not in the WHAT of the Bible but in the HOW to attend to it. 
Includes OT and NT scholars plus specialists in theological and philosophical hermeneutics. Note that work in hermeneutics will always be oriented towards hearing Scripture. A separate philosophical/theological hermeneutics group could develop. 
3. Diagnostic questions for fun to see if we have understood!
i. Why is an ancient text like the Bible a challenge to understand? 
ii. How do prayer and Spirit function within a biblical hermeneutic? 
iii. What is the goal of our work? 
iv. What is the relationship between ecclesial and academic interpretation of the Bible? 
v. Is the Bible normative for all of life? 
4. Multiple strategies
As long as we are clear about what we are up to multiple strategies can be developed. E.g. Ellen Davis – opening a dialogue between Wendell Berry’s work and the OT. Working with Deus ex Musica, etc. We need to be creative. 
5. Building SAHS
a. Best-Of volume – 2022 
b. Meeting x 3 virtually per year. Culminating in SBL Seminar and/or Cambridge KLC Annual Conference in the summer. (Dominicans and Ecole Biblique); challenge of time zones 
c. Develop a relational core which expands into a bigger group at face-to-face meetings. Members can arrange further meetings as desired. 
d. Developing a SAHS list
e. Web pages – requests?
f. Chairs and committee as points persons
g. Admin support KLC – developing wineskin in 2021
h. Identity needs to be regularly rehearsed (Lencioni) 
i. Planning multi-author volumes. ZA Admin support.
j. Proposing monographs. ZA
k. Hosting public lectures + book launches
l. Reviving interest in our Manifesto volume 
m. Engagement with other Seminars and KLC RC – cultural analysis 
n. Sinai project  
6. Core community? Please come having filled this out as much as possible – I have just written some ideas below 
Chris Wright
Gary Cockerill 
Tremper Longman
J Danny Carroll – Wheaton crowd 
Jeff Mooney – CBU crowd 
PhD students
Gordon McConville and UoG crowd 
David Wenham
Jen Jones + Meghan – McDiv group
Retrieving our Catholic scholars 
Diversity index 




